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“A Nation that fails to plan intelligently for the development and protection of its precious waters will be condemned to wither because of shortsightedness. The hard lessons of history are clear, written on the deserted sands and ruins of once proud civilisations.” Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th President of the United States of America.

"When the well's dry, we know the worth of water" this quote is credited to noted 18th century polymath Benjamin Franklin.
Date item sourced will be bold in black – Where item sourced from will also be bold and the headline will continue as is bold green underlined. Drought still ravages much of Australia and the inflows into the Murray-Darling Basin are decreasing so the supply within the Basin and to places that source water from the Basin is struggling to be met and on top of that we have a Global economy sliding into recession and the predictions of ‘climate change’. Irrespective of the above, selfishness and an Un-Australian culture are thriving. If we across the Basin do not force, especially Local Government, and then our Federal and State Governments to show leadership what hope have we got? 
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By VB Price - New Mexico Independent » Time to face the possibility of losing ...
When the New York Times did a major spread in late March on “Reinventing American Cities: The Time Is Now,” I tried to imagine what a reinvented city in the American West might look like if our decade-long drought extends another ten or twenty years. What kind of a city would a severely water starved Albuquerque have to become to survive? People who think about cities always do so with ideal scenarios in mind. It’s not that they are usually spoken of, but they are there, improbable and pie-in-the-sky though they might be.

My ideal of the perfect Albuquerque comes from a mixture of images from the past and the future in which the city had definite edges, was a fertile agricultural paradise along the Rio Grande or the American Nile as it used to be called, had a strong downtown core, flourishing local neighborhoods and businesses, and no sprawl at all into the oceanic landscape around the city. Add to that the image of Albuquerque as a college town and a research and technology hub for America to think its way into a sustainable future, and you have a garden city that is still a regional center and one that has maximized its potential as a think-tank city too.

But now I read in a recent edition of High Country News of the possibility of New Mexico finding itself with no water at all coming from the Colorado and its tributary the San Juan. And I wonder if my ideal will go the way of the boomer’s ideal of Albuquerque as L.A. on the Rio Grande. That vision is dead as a doornail now. And mine could well be too. How does a city reinvent itself in a deep drought with its aquifer shrinking and the dream of drinkable river water snatched away like candy from a baby by the ogre of Western water wars? Here’s the gist of the trouble. And the implications of what I’m about to write are positively chilling.

When the Colorado River Compact was signed in 1922, the seven states involved grouped themselves into Lower and Upper Basins. The Lower basin included water guzzling California, Nevada, and later Arizona. The Upper Basin is made up of Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming. Both the Upper Basin and the Lower Basin states were guaranteed by the compact to get 7.5 million acre feet each year. That was some three to four million-acre feet more than the Colorado could supply even in good years.

Eighty-seven years ago, California’s population was tiny in comparison to what it is today. Growth was just in its infancy in the other states as well. But in order for the Upper Basin states, including New Mexico, to get their share they had to make a concession to California and the other Lower Basin behemoths-to-be. The Upper Basin had to agree that the Lower Basin had senior rights to the Colorado’s water, and could make what’s known as a “priority call” on its water in tough times.

No one in New Mexico, Utah, Colorado and Wyoming ever thought such a thing would be possible. But as Matt Jenkins writes in the High Country News:

· “After nearly a decade of drought, the reservoirs [Lake Powell and Lake Mead] are half empty. If they continue to drop, that will touch off a fight over what little water is in the river, like creditors battling over the carcass of a bankrupt company. And… California and the other Lower Basin states can make a legal ‘call’ on the river and demand that the Upper Basin not take any of its Compact water” until California, Arizona, and Nevada got their senior share.
Now there’s a thought that’s starting to chill the bones of Denver water planners and all Coloradoans who might find themselves actually closed out by law from using water from their own snow packs and watersheds flowing into the Colorado River. The implication for Albuquerque is not quite as catastrophic, but it could cripple any kind of re-invention of our city, a boomer’s vision or green R&D vision, or anything in between. Losing Colorado River water for five years or ten or twenty would put cities in untenable positions, would cause them to raid nearby agricultural holdings with rapine ferocity, and would surely see the exodus of tens of thousands of Albuquerqueans and perhaps millions of Californians, Nevadans and Arizonans to wetter climes.

In such a dire situation, the real trouble would come from trying to figure out the terrible tangle of existing water rights, existing “dedication” of water rights that cities have gambled with to swell their populations, and the actual disparity between paper water and wet water in a time of crisis. The lawsuits would be like the machines in a toilet tissue factory going wild, filling room after room with useless paper. Can any of this be averted? Is the notion of “reinventing cities” in the American West less about new rail and other transportation infrastructure than it is about finally being honest about water and doing something about it?
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But what could be done? Must we place a moratorium on all new building in our region? Must counties in the Middle Rio Grande Valley and adjacent communities actually do water planning together? Do we finally have to have real numbers that add up, not projections based on funny math and politics? Will we be forced to spend the money and time it takes to get an ever more accurate assessment of how much water our aquifers still actually contain? And what about the impact of water pollution?

Will we have to face the facts and find out how dirty our water really is after 66 years of the nuclear industrial complex, along with other companies, septic systems, and underground gasoline storage tanks and gas lines, sullying our ancient underground water? Has the Western United States dramatically outgrown its water capacity? That’s the real question and there’s good reason to believe it has. As long as this drought lasts, and it could well go on for decades and decades, every city in the West has to ask itself what its realistic, sustainable population size actually is.

Perhaps in the West reinventing cities means nothing less than watching natural forces shrink them as populations migrate to the Midwest and New England. Shouldn’t our city and state be spending all the money it takes to convene the best thinkers it can find to start brainstorming what to do to prepare for a drastic reduction in available real water in the event that California and Arizona make a priority call on the Colorado River? Shouldn’t this issue be on everyone’s mind?

By usxp - After Armageddon: The Eco Twins Have Arrived
The Eco Twins are upon us, forcing us to re-evaluate our attitudes and correct our assumptions. In popular jargon they are at bat in the bottom of the ninth with no outs and the score is at the moment tied. Who are these Twins? They are the ever-present natural powers of ecology and social economy. Ecology and economy -- what is their basic meaning? Both words are derived from the Greek: eco means house; logy, from which the word “logic” is derived, order or arrangement; nomy implies management. 
So ecology designates the ordering or relationship of the parts to each other and to the whole house. And economy deals with household management. Obviously, we humans with all our fancy technology are failing in both areas. The more pessimistic argue that we have already turned the corner and cannot prevent disaster. The more optimistic contend that humans still have the opportunity to alleviate total disaster by acting now. Not tomorrow but now. Will we?
The first step is to let go of our arrogance based on the false notion that change is progress is improvement is desirable. If that were correct, then of course we would not be facing such a catastrophe. A specific type of technology is not inherently superior or inferior to other technologies. Here lies another level of our modern arrogance: contemporary technology is superior to all earlier ones. A false premise is that the latest or newest is the best. And of course if everyone is doing it, using it, what can be wrong with it? We believe we must help the less fortunate who don’t have the latest iPod, computer game, or gadget. Should we force these products on them so they can be like us, the superior ones? Yes, the greater the pride the harder the fall. And what will these "less fortunate" give up for the latest gadgets? Why, the only thing they have -- their natural resources and their social identity and culture.
A historical example will clarify the idea. Many cultures peopled the Americas in pre-contact times. Some have been dated as far back as twelve thousand B.C. and others may be even older. These civilizations were as brilliant and sophisticated as those in other parts of the world. In the United States the most significant cultures were the Chacoans in the Colorado Plateau region and the Mound Builders in the Midwest and South, centering along the Mississippi and its tributaries.
Many archaeologists have proposed that the Chacoans had developed the greatest civilization north of Mexico. From the mid-800s through the 1200s, Chaco Canyon, carved out by the Chaco River that flows into the San Juan River, embraced eleven large settlements containing buildings, some four stories high, with hundreds of rooms. The Chacoan great houses and large kivas utilized five different styles of stone masonry for wall structures built from sandstone. Besides the eleven large settlements, many small farming homesteads were scattered throughout the canyon. Hundreds of miles of wide roads leading to outlying districts radiated out from the Chacoan center. Chacoans devised an extraordinary celestial calendar that disclosed exact knowledge of solar, lunar, and stellar cycles. Buildings and roads were aligned to mark the passage of the heavenly movements.
Many other stone settlements with housing for hundreds were built throughout the Colorado Plateau region. Well-known ruins are located at Mesa Verde near the Mancos River, Aztec on the Animas River, Hovenweep north of the San Juan River, and Wupatki west of the Little Colorado River.
The residents eventually abandoned their settlements, though, and we are uncertain of their reasons; climate definitely played an important role. After a twenty-year drought at the end of 1000s, a more severe drought, lasing fifty years, hit the area in the mid-1100s. Another drought occurred during the last twenty-five years of 1200s. Dry climate conditions, more or less severe, continued for another two hundred years or so. Drought has brought down many civilizations.
Contemporary Puebloan people living in the Colorado Plateau region are descendents of those who built the great settlements. And the Puebloan people have learned from their ancestors the art of survival in a rather dry environment. But what about the citizens of Phoenix, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, and other metropolitan areas of the Southwest -- will they learn in time to prevent disaster?
At the bottom of it all, the nexus of our existential condition is that the Eco Twins do not care about any of us humans, whether we are the superior ones or not. Our species is no more important than any other, perhaps even less. Do we really understand the thinking of the Eco Twins? Do we have a hot line to them? Are we their friends? What is our role as humans in the ongoing cosmic drama of existence?
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We talk about a global village, a global marketplace, a global playground here on spaceship earth. Too often we forget that earth has limited resources and many of them are nearing depletion. The time is here to borrow and apply ideas and perspectives from all human cultures, past and present.
We can begin with our sense of self, an individual living as a part of a community; we are both single and connected. From this awareness grows self-responsibility. What we do affects us personally and the whole community. Native Americans speak about “all our relations.” We are all related: everything -- animal, plant, and mineral -- are linked together. We are all made from the same chemical stuff, as everything in the universe is. For those of us residing on spaceship earth with its physical boundaries we will survive together or not. True, some of our ancestral microorganisms, from which we evolved, may survive even if the more complex creatures become extinct.
Reality has areas, shadows, that we cannot see into and have little or no knowledge of. Ancient people were aware of these places and acknowledged their existence, even if their understanding from the modern view seems primarily fanciful. Today scientists studying the cosmos state that most of the universe is in the shadows, unobservable and so unintelligible -- dark matter that fills the universe. Ancient people, though without our contemporary technology, had ways of connecting to the shadows and accepting it as an important part of their reality. These anomalous ways of knowing, considered irrational or superstitious by some, have been used for thousands of years. If they are acknowledged at all, they are considered a personal gift of mental and physical power. When a society rejects large areas of knowledge as false and demeans those with extraordinary ways of knowing, can it survive with the Eco Twins in the ascendant and battering down the portal? Those interested in alternative forms of knowing should read Elizabeth L. Mayer’s Extraordinary Knowing, which investigates these inexplicable mental powers from a scientific viewpoint.
Technology groupies who place their faith in a technologic fix should remember their responsibility for the mess we are in. We all need to participate in the clean up and repair: it’s our well being at stake.
We are ending a twenty-eight year economic cycle that began in 1981. Based on Reaganomics, which some had called voodoo economics back in 1980, the global marketplace is in disarray. Its center is filled with foolish desires enhanced by greed. A gambler’s charisma has enveloped the marketplace, laying a mantle of reckless judgment upon our leaders. If the meltdown were not so serious, it would become a popular comedy on the cosmic stage. Supposed rational creatures built and managed the greatest economic superstructure the world has ever seen. It was thought natural, and although it would have its ups and downs, it would maintain itself indefinitely without serious harm. Famous economic prophets were dumbfounded, confessing their errors, when the system unraveled.
Nature has laws, limits, and regulations. Economic leaders have forgotten this basic fact. They were confused by the Gambler’s charisma -- luck was on their side. The Twins have now arrived and are confirming nature’s laws. Nature has its own cycles, and our human affairs are a tributary of its flowing. An interesting side note is that the twenty-eight cycle is based on the lunar cycle. Perhaps the moon is having her say.
Indigenous societies have discerned the methods and techniques to stay within nature’s guidelines and balance their lifestyle to fit into their sacred place harmoniously. Can we moderns learn from them and develop a society that does the same?
Using a form of stereovision, we can see ways in which the Twins are working together. Severe drought is occurring in large areas of the country, in particular the regions of fastest population growth. These are the regions where housing values are dropping and foreclosures are mounting. The population has exceeded its limits, and the Twins are applying pressure from two sides. We have over-polluted the planet -- destroying the air, water, and earth. We now have an excellent opportunity to forsake the harmful industries and craft green ones, transforming a dying planet into a garden of life. The choice and the responsibility are ours.

Money available to fight drought conditions - Local - Merced Sun-Star
Farmers and ranchers in counties with extreme or severe drought conditions, including Merced and Mariposa counties, may apply for assistance from the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservation Service in California until May 8. The NRCS will take applications for $2 million that's available for practices designed to protect soil and air quality in areas of fallowed fields, keep orchard trees alive and protect natural resources on ranch and pasture land. 

Because of drought conditions, NRCS will pay a higher-than- normal 75 percent cost share rate. Practices being offered through the program include establishing vegetative cover, soil surface roughening, incorporation of soil-stabilizing organic matter, silt fencing next to highways, irrigation water management and more. 

Greenpeace Australia Pacific - Climate warning from the ice
While world leaders bickered at the Bonn climate conference, a thinning ice bridge in Antarctica snapped. The bridge was bracing the vast Wilkins Ice Shelf. Now the ice shelf  – half the size of Scotland – is also likely to collapse. Will this major global warming event spur our leaders into urgent action?
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National Drought Summary -- March 31, 2009
The discussion in the Looking Ahead section is simply a description of what the official national guidance from the National Weather Service (NWS) National Centers for Environmental Prediction is depicting for current areas of dryness and drought. The NWS forecast products utilized include the HPC 5-day QPF and 5-day Mean Temperature progs, the 6-10 Day Outlooks of Temperature and Precipitation Probability, and the 8-14 Day Outlooks of Temperature and Precipitation Probability, valid as of late Wednesday afternoon of the USDM release week. The NWS forecast web page used for this section is: http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/forecasts/.
The Southeastern and Mid-Atlantic States:  After expansion into the region last week, most of the Mid-Atlantic stays as is this week, with the heavier rain falling more to the south. As a result, some minor improvements are noted in Virginia with a slight trimming of the D0-D1 in the extreme southwestern reaches of the state where the best rains (2 to 3 inches) were reported. The region still bears watching as we enter into the higher demand seasons of spring and summer.

It was a completely different story, however, in the Southeast this past week as heavy rains pounded the region and altered the landscape from one of drought to one of deluges. Widespread totals of 3 to 6 inches or more were reported across the Gulf Coast states from Louisiana to the Florida Panhandle and up into northern Georgia and the western Carolinas as well. Marked changes of improvement are noted on the heels of this drought-breaking rain, with removal of D1-D2 in Louisiana, D1 in southern Mississippi and Alabama, and D2 in northeastern Georgia and western North Carolina. A large chunk of the D1H remaining in Georgia has been pushed to the northeast corner and to the east in the central and southern parts of the state. This reflects the lagging recovery of hydrologic drought (below-normal streamflow and groundwater levels), which is typically slower to come out of drought, much in the same way it is slower going into drought. A reduced pocket of D2 remains in upstate South Carolina where streams and groundwater levels are still lagging behind in their recovery at this time. In addition, D0 was removed from all but extreme northern Louisiana, all of Mississippi, and all but a sliver of extreme east-central Alabama along with the Florida Panhandle, with the potential for more heavy rains over the next week. The rest of Florida remains unchanged this week. Abnormally dry (D0) conditions in central and southern Tennessee have been eroded away and pushed east. Worth noting is the fact that this is the first time since February 2007 that Alabama has been drought free.

The Great Lakes Region:  Status quo across Minnesota and Wisconsin this week, with no changes being made in the region.
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The Plains:  Most of the heaviest rains fell across eastern Oklahoma and eastern Texas last week, bringing with them improvement and a westward shift of moderate drought (D1) and abnormal dryness (D0). Amounts of 3-5 inches were common across southeastern Kansas, eastern Oklahoma, and eastern Texas.

Not everyone shared in the rain, though. Deep southern Texas hasn’t seen ample rains for more than six months now, leading to a deterioration and expansion of D2 and D3 into the Brownsville area.

The West:  It was a relatively quiet week all in all over the drought-affected areas of the West, leading to no changes this week. Seasonal and water year (since October 1) deficits still bear watching as the dry (demand) season is just around the corner now. Of additional benefit is the fact that all but California saw a cooler-than-normal week.

Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico:  Recent wetness in the central part of Maui has led to improvement there, but D1 still remains. The rest of the Hawaii remains unchanged this week.
Looking Ahead:  For the next five days (April 2-6), cooler temperatures are expected across most of the United States except for the upper Northeast and the extreme southern reaches of Texas and Florida. As for precipitation, the best chances for significant precipitation in this period seem to be centered over the Pacific Northwest, the central Rockies, and the deep Southeast, with several systems lined up and ready to go.

The CPC 6- to 10-day forecast (April 7 – April 11) is showing a better chance for the cooler trend to continue across the country’s mid-section, with better odds of above-normal temperatures in southern Florida and the chain of islands rimming the Gulf of Alaska. The best chance for above-normal precipitation mirrors the cooler temperatures across the country’s mid-section. The areas expected to see below-normal precipitation include northeastern Alaska and the states along the U.S./Canada border from Washington to Wisconsin and Michigan’s western Upper Peninsula. This is certainly a bit of good news for those flood-affected folks in the Red River basin in North Dakota and Minnesota.

Dryness Categories (now where the stupid use of the word dryness came from) 

D0 ... Abnormally Dry ... used for areas showing dryness but not yet in drought, or for areas recovering from drought. 
Drought Intensity Categories: - D1 ... Moderate Drought
D2 ... Severe Drought
D3 ... Extreme Drought 
D4 ... Exceptional Drought 
Drought or Dryness Types: -
A ... Agricultural
H ... Hydrological 

Premier & Ministers - Work begins on desalination, tramlines and Glenside
Mr Rann says he’s delighted that a fast-tracked building program means site works began on Adelaide’s desalination plant on Monday this week. “This project is being delivered a year earlier than we expected which is terrific news. “When fully operational, the plant will deliver 50 gigalitres (or 25 per cent of Adelaide’s water supply) annually which takes pressure off the River Murray, already stressed from drought and over-allocations, and delivers water security. “On Monday, the consortia building the plant, AdelaideAqua, swung into action at the Port Stanvac site and major construction work is now under way for the main plant construction. “Over the next few weeks, there will be bulk earthworks occurring, site facilities built, building foundations poured and stormwater swales constructed in time to deliver the first desalinated drinking water into Adelaide’s water system by December 2010.
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San Diego Union Tribune - San Diego, CA, USA - Visitors interested in drought-tolerant landscaping ideas
Rancho San Diego — Splotches of colorful flowers at the Water Conservation Garden, from the bright pink orchid rockrose to the dark red blooms on a New Zealand tea tree, show that saving water doesn't have to result in a drab landscape. The garden at Cuyamaca College in Rancho San Diego has been seeing a 69 percent increase in visitors since July as more San Diego County residents seek ways to make their backyards more drought-tolerant, said Executive Director Marty Eberhardt. 

“San Diego is going to have to change its whole look,” she said. “It's not something we need to be afraid of. It's something we can embrace.” 

It's the only water conservation garden in San Diego County and has received national recognition as a pioneer extolling water conservation in the Western United States. Almost 50,000 visitors are expected at the garden this fiscal year. Eberhardt, who's headed the garden for more than four years, said the majority of visitors used to be gardeners and people with a high degree of environmental awareness. “Now we're getting people who hadn't thought much about landscaping and weren't worried about water,” she said. Officials say Southern California's water problems will be worsening as a result of the statewide drought and a reduced supply from Northern California. Mandatory water conservation measures and higher water prices are predicted for this summer. 

The garden displays plants that require little watering, offers tips on maintenance and irrigation, and suggests attractive alternatives to a yard full of water-sucking grass. It's a living example of Xeriscaping, or landscaping using drought-resistant plants. But Eberhardt said that term isn't used – it sounds too much like “zero-scaping,” just the opposite of the image the garden wants to convey. Instead, volunteers and staff refer to “water-smart” landscaping. The Spring Garden Festival being held April 25 will be a special celebration this year in honor of the garden's 10th anniversary. The event features a plant sale, children's activities and talks by water agency officials on financial incentive programs to encourage water conservation. 

Paz Herrera, a 72-year-old retired medical scientist, toured the garden recently to find some drought-resistant plants for her home in the Rancho Penas~quitos neighborhood of San Diego. She said she wants to replace the plants in her yard because she's concerned about the drought. 
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“I'm trying to save water for California, for the planet,” Herrera said. The garden was created a decade ago by the Otay and Helix water districts as a public demonstration of water-saving landscaping measures. Cuyamaca College donated the 5 acres for the garden. It's now run by a joint powers authority made up of the San Diego County Water Authority, the Sweetwater Authority and the Helix and Otay water districts as well as the city of San Diego. The county water authority contributes $105,000 a year to the garden; Helix and Otay each contribute $78,750 a year; and Sweetwater and San Diego each contribute $63,000 a year. The rest of the garden's $700,000 annual budget comes from corporate and individual memberships, grants and donations. The Padre Dam Municipal Water District, which contributed $63,000 a year to the garden, dropped out in June 2008 as an authority member, but Padre Dam officials say they might rejoin later. 

Otay Water District General Manager Mark Watton came to the garden last week to get ideas on improving landscape irrigation at his Spring Valley home. Watton said he's already taken conservation steps on his 1-acre lot but decided to stop by after he got notice that the Helix Water District, where his home is located, plans to increase rates an average of 22 percent. “It's pretty clear I need to do more,” he said. The garden also offers tours with a horticulturist or landscape designer and classes such as “Bye Bye Grass” and “Toss the Turf: Less Water, Less Grass, More Fun!” Eberhardt said the garden offers practical ways to deal with the enormity of California's drought. “People are getting hit with, 'We've got a problem, we've got a problem.' ” she said. “We're a place with solutions. We can help you.” 

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/southflorida/story/991485.html  

MiamiHerald.com - Miami, FL, USA - Florida's worsening drought sparking battles for water
A worsening drought is sparking battles over dwindling water supplies, with Florida's southwest coast demanding relief for rivers and estuaries. St. Cloud - Everglades marshes and Big Cypress swamps are drying up. Estuaries at the mouths of the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee rivers are turning too salty. Lake Okeechobee, brimming from Tropical Storm Fay less than a year ago, is slipping into the low zone again. If smoke wafting from Palmetto Bay brush fires didn't provide a clear enough signal that South Florida is once again in the grips of a dangerous dry spell, water managers on Wednesday waved lots of red flags.

With water levels dropping and most counties already on severe watering restrictions, the South Florida Water Management District governing board is facing tough decisions on how to ration a dwindling resource before the rainy season kicks in -- with any luck, sometime next month. 

District Chairman Eric Buermann termed the worsening conditions ``very sobering.'' Representatives from Lee County, led by its commission Chairman Ray Judah, appealed to the board to continue releases from Lake Okeechobee down the Caloosahatchee to protect drinking water supplies and a rich Pine Island Sound fishery that is a major tourist draw. The board made no decision, but district engineers warned that helping one side of the state, in this case the parched southwest coast, could raise risks of damaging ripple effects affecting farmers and other cities that rely on the lake's water. The lake was at 11.93 feet above sea level Wednesday, a foot and a half above last year's drought-driven low but more than two feet below normal.

Heavy rains in the middle and at the end of March kept canal and groundwater levels in coastal Miami-Dade and Broward counties in decent shape, but levels are falling across much of the rest of the region. March produced only 1.39 inches of rain, less than half of the average -- and it was actually wetter than most months this winter. Overall, the region has received less than 30 percent of its normal rainfall. ''If we don't get an inch of rain in the next three weeks, this will be the driest dry season on record,'' said Matahel Ansar, the district's deputy operations manager.
Water has dropped below ground level in the Everglades from the park on up north of Alligator Alley in Broward County.

Meanwhile, the Water Management District's board, meeting at the northern end of its 16-county area, deferred discussions on whether to endorse Gov. Charlie Crist's downsized $533 million land deal with U.S. Sugar until Thursday. Mike Collins, a board member who has been the most vocal critic of the U.S. Sugar deal, said the drought shows why the district would be better served building more reservoirs than buying more land. Water managers say the region lucked out last year when Tropical Storm Fay dumped 20 inches north of Lake Okeechobee, erasing the last long and damaging drought in a few days.

''That's all we have between us and disaster,'' Collins said. 

http://www.theminaretonline.com/news/drought-hits-tampa-for-third-year-1.1648883  

Minaret - Tampa, FL, USA - Drought Hits Tampa For Third Year
The city of Tampa is currently suffering its third consecutive year of a drought, and many students feel free from the environmental concerns that surround them. However, the issue lies much closer to campus then most students thought. 
According to Dr. Al Karlin, a UT biology professor and senior GIS analyst of the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SFWM), the Hillsborough River which runs east side of campus "is in trouble." The Southwest Florida Water Management District evaluates each river for what they feel is the minimum flow level that is needed for existing life to live. There is a dam below the Hillsborough River which allows salt water from the Tampa Bay to enter during low tides and to release during high tides.

"This is where the problem begins," said Karlin. "Since the water level in the river is so low, the salt water cannot escape. This affects the animals that depend on certain salinities of water to live."

Mike Moligan, a public relations representative from the SFWM, explained the steps the city is taking to address the water shortage. "The city of Tampa is in a phase four water shortage. Water use is being restricted by reducing the hours for outside irrigation, fountains, and car washing," he said. Unfortunately, Moligan does not believe that these steps alone will stop the problem.
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"We are in a 30 inch deficit of rain fall over the last three years, and this will leave a long term effect on the reservoir," said Moligan. In the mean time, University of Tampa students can do their part in stopping the drought. Karlin suggests placing a bucket in the shower while students wait for the water to heat up to catch the water that would have otherwise been wasted. Concerned freshman, Michelle O'Brien said, "I'm personally trying to cut back on my water usage, I have been taking shorter showers and turning the water off while I'm brushing my teeth."

For more tips on how to help reduce the drought visit http://www.swfwmd.state.fl.us.
http://www2.tbo.com/content/2009/apr/09/na-drought-floods-dividing-florida/ 
Tampa Tribune - Tampa, FL, USA - Drought, floods dividing Florida
Tampa - It's as if Florida has been cut in half. In the southern part of the state, forestry officials are looking at tinder dry landscape and the approaching peak of wildfire season. In the Panhandle, flooding has closed more than 200 roads, killed two people and prompted evacuations in five counties. "It's like a tale of two states," said Patrick Mahoney, wildfire mitigation specialist for the state Division of Forestry district that includes Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte, DeSoto and Hardee counties.

The rest of Florida, including the Tampa Bay area, is facing dry conditions more typically seen in May. On a scale of 0 to 800 where 0 is saturated and 800 is a desert, most counties in the region are above 600, and DeSoto is above 700. Now firefighters are looking at the most explosive six weeks of the state's wildfire season. In a few weeks, thunderstorms will begin popping up. Eventually they will become common enough to end the dry season and ease the fire danger. That usually happens around the end of June. Until then, though, the lightning they produce will become the main source of wildfires. Those lightning strikes often happen in remote areas that are difficult for firefighters to reach.

"Lightning usually hits late in the afternoon and we don't discover it until the next day," said Chris Kintner, spokeswoman for the forestry district that covers Hillsborough, Pinellas and Polk counties. The forestry division usually sends up aircraft in the mornings after lightning storms to spot fires that may have started the day before, she said. The lightning season starts first in southern Florida, beginning to kick up around the middle of April and lasting through the end of May. Late April or early May usually marks the season's start in the Tampa Bay area. "If a lightning strike hits, it can be 48 hours before the fire might get up and run. Then things can get hairy in a hurry," Mahoney said. In 2008, lightning sparked more wildfires than any other cause, starting 27 percent of that year's 2,847 fires. So far this year, lightning caused only nine fires, including one in Pinellas County that burned 33 acres. There will be more. "We will have some significant fires before the end of May," Kintner said.
http://www.contracostatimes.com/california/ci_12099977?nclick_check=1 

Contra Costa Times - Walnut Creek, CA, USA - Angry City Council rejects drought surcharge
An angry Los Angeles City Council rejected a proposal Wednesday to impose a drought surcharge on residents, saying they resented being forced to face a last-minute deadline to adopt the plan. The council brushed aside pleas from Department of Water and Power officials who said the surcharge is needed to reduce water consumption as the city and state face the third year of a drought. The agency's concerns were heightened this week when the Metropolitan Water District - which last year supplied about 60 percent of the city's water - announced it will cut DWP's allocation and raise its wholesale rates. 

"It is critical that we get this into effect by June 1 to cover us during the summer months," DWP General Manger David Nahai said after the 14-0 council vote to reject the surcharge and try to hold a special meeting to bring it back next week. 

Councilwoman Jan Perry, who chairs the Energy and Environment Committee overseeing the utility, said her panel received the issue on Tuesday and did not have enough time to explore all the issues. "Our questions were on the timing and why we are up against this time frame," Perry said. "Let me take this back in committee so we have more time to decide this issue." 

The Board of Water and Power Commissioners had recommended the drought surcharge last month, but it only made its way to the council this week, with a Wednesday deadline for adoption. 

Under the plan, beginning on June 1 water customers would face increases in their bills if they do not reduce consumption by 15 percent, officials said. If they do not reduce their water use, the average bimonthly water bill would increase from $83.52 to $92.35. If they do reduce consumption by 15 percent, the average bill would drop to $71.59. Customers can find out the water allotment for their residence by calling the utility at 1-800-DIALDWP. The news from the MWD, which allocates supplies from the state water project, served notice on the DWP that its allocation will be reduced by 10 percent this year and that costs for the water will go up 19 percent. The MWD board is expected to adopt the recommendation next week. 

Nahai said the increases being proposed are "punitive." Los Angeles officials and others have been pushing the water agency to look for other savings before it increases rates. As far as the DWP's drought shortage proposal, council members raised a number of questions over why it was being rushed to make a decision as well as whether enough was being done to inform the public on the proposal. DWP public affairs director Joe Ramallo told the council the utility plans to send representatives to neighborhood councils, conduct an advertising campaign and send notices by mail to customers. 

Councilwoman Janice Hahn said she felt personally frustrated because she had been calling for efforts to reduce water use 18 months ago. "I don't understand why it has taken us so long to get to this point," Hahn said. "Cities like Long Beach were doing this two years ago. I raised the issue a year and a half ago. Why are we just getting here now?" DWP officials said the agency based its recommendations on the amount of water it had available for its customers. The utility is also pursuing other programs, including rebates to customers who change their landscaping to include drought resistant plants and other programs to replace inefficient appliances that use too much water. Nahai said the problem facing the city and state is three straight years of below-normal rain and snow, with a snow pack not yielding as much water as is needed. Four years ago, he said, the state had groundwater reserves of 4 million-acre feet of water. 
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"Today, that is down to 1 million acre feet," Nahai said. "The state is in a critical situation and that is why Gov. (Arnold) Schwarzenegger has declared a state of emergency." The snowpack was measured earlier this month at roughly 70 percent of normal. State water officials said the problem has been the number of years California's water supply has declined. As an example, Lake Oroville, the principal storage reservoir for the state, is at 56 percent of capacity. 

http://www.truthabouttrade.org/content/view/13661/54/lang,en/ 

Truth about Trade & Technology - Des Moines, IA, USA - Solution To Drought: It’s In The Genes
California is short of more than jobs, money and optimism these days. Several years of drought have dried up reservoirs, parched fields, damaged forests and caused regulators around the state to impose restrictions on water usage. California agriculture, which employs 1.1 million people and yields products worth more than $36 billion annually — including more than half of the nation’s vegetables, nuts and fruits — consumes 80% of the water used in the state. Thus, it is hardly surprising that farmers and ranchers — especially in the state’s vast, fertile Central Valley — have borne the brunt of the burden up to now.
The pain is about to spread. According to the director of the California Department of Water Resources, “We may be at the start of the worst California drought in modern history. It’s imperative for Californians to conserve water immediately, at home and in their businesses.” Secretary of Energy Stephen Chu was even more alarming: “We’re looking at a scenario where there’s no more agriculture in California. I don’t actually see how they can keep their cities going.” But droughts are just acts of God, about which nothing can be done, right? Wrong. Scientists might be able to provide a partial solution — if only federal policymakers and local regulations permitted it.
Gene-splicing, sometimes called genetic modification (GM), offers plant breeders the tools to make old crop plants do spectacular new things. In the U.S. and two dozen other countries, farmers are using gene-spliced crop varieties to produce higher yields, with lower inputs and reduced environmental impact. In spite of research being hampered by resistance from activists and discouraged by governmental over-regulation, genespliced crop varieties are slowly but surely trickling out of the development pipeline in many parts of the world. Most of these new varieties are designed to be resistant to pests and diseases that ravage crops; or to be resistant to herbicides, so that farmers can more effectively control weeds, while adopting more environment friendly no-till farming practices and more benign herbicides.
Others varieties possess improved nutritional quality. But the greatest boon of all, both to food security and to the environment in the long term, may be the ability of new crop varieties to tolerate periods of drought and other water-related stresses. Where water is scarce, the development of crop varieties that grow under conditions of low moisture or temporary drought could both boost yields and lengthen the time that farmland is productive. Even where irrigation is feasible, plants that use water more efficiently are needed. Agriculture makes up roughly 70% of the world’s fresh water consumption — and more in areas of intensive farming and arid or semi-arid conditions, such as in California — so the introduction of plants that grow with less water would free up much of that essential resource for other uses.
Especially during drought conditions, even a small reduction in the use of water for irrigation could result in huge benefits.
Plant biologists have identified genes that regulate water use and transferred them into important crop plants. These new varieties grow with smaller amounts or lower quality water, such as recycled water or water with lots of natural mineral salts.
In 2004, for example, Egyptian researchers showed that by transferring a single gene from barley to wheat, the plants can tolerate reduced watering for a longer period of time before their leaves wilt. This new, drought-resistant variety requires only one-eighth as much irrigation as conventional wheat, and actually can be cultivated with rainfall alone in some deserts.
Aside from new varieties that have lower water requirements, pest- and disease-resistant gene-spliced crop varieties also make water use more efficient indirectly.
Because much of the loss to insects and diseases occurs after the plants are fully grown, the use of gene-spliced varieties having higher post-harvest yields means that the farming (and irrigation) of fewer plants can produce the same total amount of food. We get more crop for the drop. However, unscientific, overly burdensome regulation by the EPA and USDA in the U.S. — and by national regulators and the U.N. elsewhere — has raised the cost of producing new plant varieties and kept potentially important crops off the market. In several EU countries, national bans on new gene-spliced varieties are in place, in clear violation of EU rules, and the European Commission has repeatedly proven itself incapable of removing the barriers.
Such policies exert a chilling effect on farmers who export to the EU, causing some wheat growers to resist planting genespliced drought-resistant varieties.
The deeply entrenched, discriminatory and excessive regulation — which flies in the face of scientific consensus that genesplicing is basically an extension of earlier crop improvement methods — adds tens of millions of dollars to the development costs of new gene-spliced crop varieties. These extra costs and the endless controversy over cultivating these precisely crafted and highly predictable varieties discourage research and development. Even worse, and cruelly ironic in light of California’s water shortage, is the fact that over the last few years four of the state’s counties — Trinity, Mendocino, Marin and Santa Cruz — have actually banned the cultivation or sale of gene-spliced plants, including those that are drought-resistant.
This prohibition of the use of an important tool reduces the resilience of farmers and of the state’s economy. The measures are unscientific and logically inconsistent, in that their restrictions are inversely related to risk: They permit the use of microorganisms and plants that are crafted with less precise and predictable techniques but ban those made with more precise and predictable ones.
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They might as well ban cars that have disc brakes and radial tires. Wrongheaded regulation has made agricultural innovation with gene-splicing costly and (economically) risky, and caused it be vastly underused. That should provide food for thought as water is rationed, farmers go bust, food prices skyrocket, and our lawns turn brown. Miller, a physician and fellow at Stanford University’s Hoover Institution, was an official at the FDA from 1979 to 1994 and is the author of “The Frankenfood Myth.”

http://www.laobserved.com/archive/2009/04/city_council_rejects_wate.php 
By Kevin Roderick - City Council rejects water pressure - LA Observed
Yes, the headline is intentional. The City Council voted 14-zip today to reject a drought surcharge on water bills for now. The vote had as much to do with the klutzy way the DWP and mayor pushed the issue on the council. Rick Orlov at the Daily News: An angry Los Angeles City Council rejected a proposal Wednesday to impose a drought surcharge on residents, saying they resented being forced to face a last-minute deadline to adopt the plan. The council brushed aside pleas from Department of Water and Power officials who said the surcharge is needed to reduce water consumption as the city and state face the third year of a drought.

http://womenbizowners.org/blog/community-news/whats-going-on-with-the-earth-floods-earthquakes-wildfires-tsunamis-drought/ 

By wboblog - Women Business Owners WBO » Blog Archive » What’s going on with ...
What’s going on with the earth? Floods, earthquakes, wildfires, tsunamis, drought. Regardless of the argument between governments and scientists, none of us can afford to stick our heads in the sand and pretend it’s all coincidence. If you’re a
parent, you know what it’s like to try to nurture your child along, but the odds seem to be against you. Just imagine how Mother Earth is feeling right about now! That’s why I have teamed up with a group called Social Traffic, Inc. Last December,
before I headed off to the land down under, I was attracted to this team of talented, knowledgeable and caring individuals who have been donating TONS of our time and talent to a vision of helping our planet by fellow by the name of Simon U Ford. Social Traffic is a Global Connection Behind a Global Consciousness… 

1.This earth day, millions of people will be getting together everywhere around the world to celebrate the earth…On April 22nd, 2009

2. But these events are all isolated and locally limited….

3.Imagine if everyone going to one of these events chipped in just $10 to buy Mother Earth one big, fantastic present….

Imagine what we could get for the earth…but is it possible?

Yes it is. We are making that vision a reality right now. Its called Earthday Birthday and I’m asking you to join us.

But NOW is when the talkers are separated from the doers. I simply can’t do my part anymore without YOU! I need you! Mother Earth needs you! Time is running out! I’m committed to finding 10 passionate and connected individuals who will then each reach out to just 10 of their environmentally conscious and networked friends and colleagues who will do the same by April 22nd. At that time, all we’re asking is that we all agree to put aside just $10.00 (really, that’s less than the price of a lunch) and then commit to donate that $10.00 to a cause that will help our save our environment on April 22nd.

I’m not asking you to donate to Social Traffic…we certainly don’t want to re-invent the wheel. There are plenty of deserving non-profit enterprises out there with incredible environmentally oriented programs making a difference RIGHT NOW!
For example:
The Replanting the Rainforest Program creates Sustainably Managed Permanent Rainforest Habitats. Within these habitats both sustainable forestry and perm agriculture techniques will be employed that will as close as possible mimic natural processes so as not to upset the continuity of the forest environment. The natural array of biodiversity is meticulously safeguarded, while at the same time they create the economic engine necessary to prevent the un-sustainable exploitation of the resource. Would you like to see a personal video story I put together after I was blessed to experience a rainforest just an hour away from where I live in Australia? It was quite a beautiful & spiritual experience I think you’ll enjoy. 

We will have a few other favorite causes to suggest when the time comes, but the job before us right this minute is finding the people who are ready and willing to put their money ($10.00) and their connections where their mouth is! I’ve already had a few in our GutZy Women community give me their word, but I need more! Will you please give me your support TODAY? 

http://samadhisoft.com/2009/04/08/more-australian-weather-records-tumble/ 

By Dennis - samadhisoft.com » Blog Archive » More Australian Weather Records ...
The Big Dry Down Under just got a whole lot drier. The first three months of 2009 in the already parched Murray Darling basin had the least amount of rainfall since Australian weather records began 117 years ago. This massive drainage supports $9 billion in agriculture but has been hammered by what some are calling the worst drought in 1000 years. Authorities in Australia make no bones about the cause of this freaky weather. “We’ve had big droughts before and big floods before, but what we didn’t have was climate change,” said Rob Freeman, the chief executive of the Murray-Darling Basin Authority.

The Murray Darling is home to 2 million people who may not even have enough water to survive in the future. 

“I’d be loath to say that critical human needs will always be secure”, warned Freeman. The recent rainfall record was not the only smashed. Water inputs for three-year period ending March 2009 were less than half of the previous record from the great drought of 1943-1946. The drainage is so dry that Lake Alexandrina at the mouth of the Murray River is now two feet below sea level. The parched lakebed high in natural sulfides is now exposed to air and oxidizing into sulfuric acid – devastating local ecosystems. While droughts are normal in Australia, there has never been one as hot as this. 
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The killer heat wave in January claimed more than 370 lives – more than double the number lost during the worst wildfires in Australian history this February. Unprecedented temperatures peaked over 45 degrees in Melbourne and averaged 12 to 15 degrees above normal throughout the State of Victoria. While so-called climate skeptics maintain that climate change is a hoax or a big mistake, Australian firefighters who faced the grim task of battling the worst bush blazes ever came away with a different conclusion. In an open letter the Australian Prime Minister, the firefighters union called for urgent government action to curb carbon emissions and control climate change:

"Firefighters work in conditions that most of the public try to flee. We often put our lives on the line. We understand that our job is dangerous by its very nature. However, we are gravely concerned that current federal and state government policies seem destined to ensure a repeat of the recent tragic events… Given the Federal Government’s dismal greenhouse gas emissions cut of 5 per cent, the science suggests we are well on the way to guaranteeing that somewhere in the country there will be an almost annual repeat of the recent disaster and more frequent extreme weather events."
Hard to argue with experience like that. As the Big Dry becomes even drier, there is yet another opportunity to see climate change in action by simply looking out the window. Australia is rapidly becoming a time machine to visit what our warmer world will look like. 

http://talbyv.blogspot.com/2009/04/global-warming-in-australia-1900-ad.html 

By talbyv - Global Warming in Australia - 1900 AD 
In a report in the LA Times by Julie Cart dated 9 April 2009 noted that the drought in the Murray Darling Basin was due to AGW or climate change. When did this man-made Global Warming start, Julie? On Jennifer Marohasy's blog she quoted a report re the year 1900 AD. (Chronicles of Australia, Ed John Ross, Legrand 1993.) “THE oppressive heat was a major talking point of the vast and drought stricken country of Australia. “While cyclonic winds have been lashing the coast off Townsville, the temperature today soared to 112 degrees Fahrenheit (44.4 C) in Adelaide and Broken Hill, and 104 (40C) in Melbourne.
“So dry is much of Australia that the riverboats on the Murray have come to a stand still. On a cattle station in central Queensland, it is reported that the kangaroos are too weak to hop and the kookaburras can no longer fly. “In Western Australia, Victoria and Tasmania, the New Year sees these State’s battling to recover after recent bushfires. But if its not fires it would be floods, and if not floods it would be drought. “In the north the odd cyclone adds a bit of interest by knocking down a few towns, or sinking the fishing fleet. Australians are used to having nature knock them off their feet every so often.
“The country has battled through the long droughts, and seen the downturn in the bush rush right to the doors of the city banks. But the crashes of the nineties are behind as the New Year [1900] comes near.” Over to you, Julie, Was this the result of man-made climate change too? 

http://johnquiggin.com/index.php/archives/2009/04/09/more-bad-news-for-the-murray-darling/
By jquiggin - More bad news for the Murray-Darling at John Quiggin
Thanks to a combination of continued drought and the long-term increase in temperatures, exacerbated by land-use changes such as increased use of farm dams, inflows to the Murray-Darling system have hit a new record low. It will take quite a few years of above-average rainfall to restore the system to anything like the pre-drought situation and there is, so far, no suggestion that we are going to see this. On the contrary, the reverse is more likely, both in the short run and the long run.
A lot of my work with the Risk and Sustainable Management Group deals with adaptation to climate change in the Basin. There’s quite a bit of scope for this, but if inflows fall as far as the most likely climate scenarios project over the next century, irrigated agriculture will cease to be feasible.

ABC Online – Australia - Panel to manage blue-green algae risk
The Federal Government has appointed an expert panel to deal with the potential spread of toxic blue-green algae down the River Murray from New South Wales. A New South Wales government committee issued a red alert late last month for the region between Hume Dam and Torrumbarry Weir. The CEO of the Murray-Darling Basin Authority, Rob Freeman, will head the new Murray-Darling Algal Bloom Advisory Panel. Climate Change Minister Penny Wong says the panel will be responsible for managing the algae and informing the public until October. The algae can cause gastroenteritis and skin and eye irritations in humans.

